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CHINA INTERNATIONAL IMPORT EXPO 2018 
Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [10.06 am]: 
This week I represented the WA government at the China International Import Expo 2018 to support the major 
event being held by our largest trading partner, China. Premier McGowan was made aware of the initiative of 
President Xi when he was last in China and committed WA to actively engaging to help strengthen the WA–China 
relationship. The China International Import Expo—CIIE—is a six-day multi-sector trade show for imported 
products, timed with the fortieth anniversary of the opening of the Chinese economy to international trade and 
investment. 
China is Western Australia’s largest market for merchandise exports, accounting for 47 per cent of the state’s 
exports in 2017–18—close to $62 billion worth. As our largest market for agricultural and food exports, China 
accounted for 22 per cent of agricultural exports in 2016–17, valued at $1.89 billion. Officially opened by 
President Xi Jinping, CIIE is an undertaking on a massive scale. Exhibitors from over 100 countries display their 
products to an estimated 400 000 Chinese buyers. The newly constructed national stadium and convention centre 
in Shanghai has exhibition space over 28 times the size of the Melbourne Cricket Ground. I was very proud to see 
Western Australian pork, honey, wine, olive oil, walnuts and other premium products, beautifully presented and 
on display to buyers from across China. 
In addition to participating at the expo, I held discussions with important agribusinesses, trade and investment 
stakeholders including Shanghai Zhongfu Group on its investments in the Ord River region; Shanghai Ground Food 
on its Western Australian dairy products expansion plans; Inspur and GWorld Group on their innovative food 
traceability chip utilising blockchain technology; Shanghai CRED on its agribusiness investments and research 
into castor seeds; Tsingtao Brewery on its use of WA barley; Qinglian Food Co on pork products and market 
access matters; Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade agricultural counsellors on prioritising 
Western Australian produce in market access negotiations; and BBI Group and Fortescue Metals Group on their 
mining and port plans in regional Western Australia. We also participated in the FMG event where important 
memorandums of understanding with trading partners were signed. 
Our trade commissioner in Shanghai, Mr Stuart Crockett, and his staff, Judy Zhu and Charlie Li, did a magnificent job 
organising meetings and events and providing background briefings. A full report will be tabled in the coming weeks. 
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